
are said to prevail along the waterfront of our
city. Like all ports of entry for foreign ship-
ping, Boston is bound to receive many undesir-
able and unbidden forms of disease carriers.
But, all individuals, as well as all animals, are

sources of contagion, and if, as the Health De-
partment suggests, the trapped rats, which are

believed to be responsible for particular forms
of epidemic, are carried from the wharf dis-
tricts to the pathological laboratories by indi-
viduals, what of the danger of infection from
the professional rat-catcher himself? The ques-
tion of ridding a city of plague rats is indeed
a large problem. Not a small bit of assistance
along these lines has been volunteered by the
Woman's Municipal League under the direction
of Mrs. Albert T. Leatherbee. In 1916, a stren-
uous effort was brought to bear by the League
to rid the city of rats, but for some unapparent
reason sufficient cooperation was not forthcom-
ing among the real estate owners in the infested
districts. Now, in view of the dire results of
the epidemic of influenza which ravaged our

city in early autumn, and the recrudescence
which has recently occurred, innumerable possi-
bilities of spreading this particular disease are

presenting themselves to the good people of
Boston, and censorship is being laid at the door
of the Health Commissioner for his seeming
negligence in effectively encouraging the gentle
art of killing rats. This is probably due to the
fact that his attention has been directed to other
things which he considered, at the time, of more
consequence. Just at present there does not
seem to be any immediate menace from plague-
infested rodents, and neither has it been posi-
tively proven that the epidemic of influenza,was
directly traceable to flea-infested rats. It may
be true that since last September, when rat-
catching was temporarily discontinued, the num-

ber of black rats has increased, but this does
not mean that Commissioner Woodward is over-

looking his duty toward the public. We have
his assurance and that of Mr. Peters in this
regard, and there are times in all kinds of en-

deavor when important duties press upon each
other with the consequent danger of relegating
some one of the duties to the background. Then
it is that suggestions from people, such as were

recently offered by the Woman's Municipal
League, are timely. We trust that the proper
protective measures will be continued.

YEAST.
For a long time the value of yeast has been

known and appreciated by the medical profes-
sion. Especially has its administration been
found helpful in gastro-intestinal conditions.
Recently, however, there seems to have arisen
a tendency to regard the familiar compressed
yeast-cake as a panacea for irregularities of the
gastro-intestinal tract which manifest themselves
in various skin conditions and in intestinal
stasis. As has been stated in previous articles
on this subject, the vitamine content of yeast
is of very valuable importance, but it still be-
hooves us to retain a circumspect attitude as to
its therapeutical success in the treatment of
chronic disorders.

MEDICAL NOTES.

Postponement of "Health Sunday."—
"Health Sunday" will be postponed from Feb-
ruary 9 to February 23, in order not to conflict
with the memorial services which have been ar-

ranged for Theodore Roosevelt for the former
date.

Foot and Mouth Disease in England.—
After being notified by British authorities that
foot and mouth disease has broken out again in
England, the Bureau of Animal Industry has
canceled all permits for importation of cattle,
sheep and swine from that country and is taking
special precautions for the inspection and quar-
antine of such animals now en route to the
United States. British veterinarians are said
to have the outbreak under control.

Influenza in India.—A report received re-

cently by the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian church indicates that certain sec-

tions of India are being swept by influenza and
famine. Conditions are especially distressing at
Kodoli, Miraj, Ratnigiri, and Sangli. In Sangli,
there have been more than 7,000 cases of influ-
enza, with a daily death rate of 20. The people
are suffering also from hunger and cold.

Woman Dentist in War Service.—Dr.
Marion W. Stevens, the first woman dentist in
the country to enlist for service with the Red
Cross, has been assigned to duty in Serbia. Dr.
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